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DESCRIPTIVE MODEL OF ALMADEN Hg
By James J. Rytuba
APPROXI MATE SYNONYM Al maden type.

DESCRI PTI ON Stratabound disseminated cinnabar and native nercury in volcaniclastic sedinmentary
rocks.

GENERAL REFERENCE Saupe (1973).

GEOLOG CAL  ENVI RONMENT

Rock Types Unnetanorphosed shale, graywacke, calcareous graywacke, andesitic lava and tuff,
andesite dikes. Volcanic vent breccia.

Age Range Almaden is Silurian, but deposits may be any age.

Depositional Environment Perneable sedimentary rocks, andesite dikes possibly near volcanic
center.

Tectonic Setting(s) Volcanic centers along najor deep-seated fault zone. Absence of r egi onal
met amor phi sm or plutonism following mneralization.

Associ ated Deposit Types Stibnite veins.

DEPGSI T DESCRI PTI ON

Mneralogy Cinnabar + native nercury + pyrite + calcite + quartz.

Texture/ Structure Di ssemi nat ed.

Oe Controls Mneralized zone follows mejor fault, highest grade ore in cal careous graywacke.

CGeocheni cal Signature Hg, As, Sh.

EXAMPLES
Al maden, SPAN (Saupe, 1973)
Santa Barbara, PERU (Berry and Singewal d, 1922)
Nueva Esperanza, CLBA (Lozano and others, 1977)
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